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February 18, 2022

Eley to Serve as Deputy Governor
Governor Bill Lee recently announced the appointment of Butch Eley as Deputy Governor. Eley will continue to serve in his current role as Commissioner of the Department of Finance and Administration. Eley is preceded by Lang Wiseman, who recently transitioned to the private sector. Before his time as Commissioner, Eley served as COO in the Governor’s office. In the private sector, Eley was founder and CEO of Infrastructure Corporation of America.

Release of New Education Funding Formula 
Next week, Education Commissioner Penny Schwinn and Governor Lee will present legislation for the much-anticipated new student-based funding formula, known as the Tennessee Investment in Student Achievement formula (TISA). This follows a months-long process to update and replace the much older Basic Education Program (BEP). Community and education leaders across the state convened in 18 committees appointed by Commissioner Schwinn and Governor Lee starting last year to begin the overhaul. To learn more about the new funding program and additional resources, click here.

Rep Mike Stewart Not Running for Re-Election
Rep. Mike Stewart (D-Nashville) announced today that he will not run for re-election. Stewart said he will instead focus his attention to issues within the election system, but declined to elaborate further on his future plans. He did say that he will likely run for office again in the future.

“I’d like to close this chapter by saying it has been a privilege to serve the people in House District 52 and I intend to continue fighting for you, as well as the rest of the country, in my new role," Stewart said. 
 
Stewart joins Rep. David Byrd (R-Waynesboro), Rep. Glen Casada (R-Franklin), Rep. Curtis Halford (R-Dyer), Rep. Bruce Griffey (R-Paris), Rep. Mark Hall (R-Cleveland), and Jason Potts (D-Nashville) who have all announced they will not run for re-election in their House seats this year.
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